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Departmental Report for the year. It is satisfactory to state that
little of a serious nature, with regard to insect pests, has come
under observation, and Mr Jones remark concerning the general
improvement to be noticed in the particular lines imported is
worthy of consideration. Aphides are more generally observed
than any other pest; the Mussel Scale (Mi/tilaspis citri) and the
Black Citrus Scale Parlatoria zizyphi, Lucas) come next. No
doubt, however, large numbers of minute insects will escape
detection in examination, and, in order to avoid this possibility,
all large consignments are now fumigated. In future I hope to
have all living plants treated. GENERAL MATTERS. Of general
interest, and marking a progressive step, has been the formation
of the Natal Fruit Farmers Union, with its headquarters at
Durban. Upon coining to Natal nothing struck me more forcibly
than the entire absence of...
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