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for his loyalty. At this point the allegorical part of the French poem as we have it is interrupted, and the ballades
begin; but a contemporary English translation, 1 apparently made from a lost MS. , carries on the narrative.
The lettre de retenue Charles received with gratitude and humility, and promised life-long service. In exchange
for his heart he asked for another--his ladys, since she had his. At this Love looked sad, and said he lacked wit in
supposing his lady could give her heart to every one who asked it. She must have her choice; and Charless
business was to devise ways of winning her in a fitting fashion. Charles turned to look at Beauty, but finding her
surrounded by Disdain and cruel Danger, he was afraid to speak lest he might make his case worse, especially
since Pity was asleep. So he decided to write a bill beseeching her to grant him some of her heart--were it only a
piece of the size of a pins head--to save his life. Withdrawing with Hope into an arbor, he sat down with the pen
and paper which he supplied, and tried to write something pleasing. The ballades, etc. , may be supposed to be
the results of...
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