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indexed. Not illustrated. 1867 Excerpt: .six, instead of four, and they ate more victuals than they washed clothes,
and didn t know how to make starch nohow! When she were young, people washed clothes as they did their
skin--wi their hands--and used plenty o water and soap, and bleached em on the grass till they were as white as
a blossom. Mangles was mangles in those days, as you might roll the parson s lawn with, as well as his sheets,
and not the fig-a-maree iron clothes-horses they was now! She driv off her washing as long s she could, and
slopped out a few things in a pan, she did, but she were obliged to have a wash once a month, and she were to
her wits ends then for sure! Just at this stage of her grumbles, while she was sitting in her old arm-chair, with a
red earthen pan beside her, containing what were by courtesy called fine things, and which she was supposed
to be washing. A tap at the cottage door announced a visitor. Now Grandmother Furbey, who was very precise,
disliked exceedingly to be caught in her laundry attire--i.e., an old gown, drawn up through the pocket-holes,
over her grey linsey skirt, with the sleeves rolled to the shoulders from her skinny arms, an old cap on, and a
warm shawl to keep her chest safe from the steam; and to her further horror, who should catch her in this gear
but Mrs. Evans, the...
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